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2006 was a great year for Burnden Roadrunners.

As one of the smaller Athletics clubs in the region, we punched well above our weight in the Central Lancs Grand Prix and South East Lancs Cross Country League, won some impressive team and individual prizes, and – perhaps most encouragingly – we turned out in large numbers throughout the year.

In addition, the Club Championship was the most competitive for years reaching a thrilling climax in the final race of the year, and participation in all the Club’s races was much greater than in previous years.

……..and 2007 promises to be even better!

It’s the taking part that matters!
In recent years it was not unusual to turn up to a race and be one of only a handful wearing the Burnden vest. If it was a Cross Country race you might well have been on your own!

That certainly changed in 2006. In the Central Lancs Grand Prix, Burnden were the third placed club in terms of the number of runners participating in the Championship – ahead of much bigger clubs like Chorley Harriers and Wigan Phoenix, as well as the likes of Swinton, Radcliffe, Lostock and Newburgh Nomads.

It was not unusual to see in excess of 20 Burnden runners at this year’s races.

After failing to field a team in 2005, a massive increase in Burnden’s participation in the South East Lancs Cross Country League in 2006 has been reflected by the excellent team performances. Burnden Veterans ended the season as Champions in both the V40 and V50 categories.

The 2006 Club Championship saw participation increase by 18% with an average of 17 runners competing in every race. The only down side to this figure is that it disguises a 26% increase in male runners with female participation stuck at last year’s levels. This is reflected in the Cross Country where, despite some excellent individual performances, we have failed to field enough runners for a Ladies team.

Come on Burnden Ladies!  There are plenty of you out there training – why not make 2007 the year you put that training to good use and represent your club at the races.

It’s the winning that matters!
The 2006 roll of honour is impressive – and here is just a selection:

Haigh Hall Relays – Burnden Vets team of Pete Kearsley, Martyn Pollitt, Andy Duffy and Paul Christie take First Prize

Gin Pit – Ladies team of Anne Ferguson, Shirley Ashton and Melanie 

Graaf win First Prize

Man v Horse  - Burnden team of Andy Staveley, Andy Duffy and Martyn Pollitt bring home the team Prize

S.E.L.C.C. – The Vet 40 team (Andy Duffy, Andy Staveley, Martyn Pollitt and Brian Duffy) and the Vet 50 team (Brian Duffy, Paul Christie and Dave Hitchen) both finished as Champions of their respective categories.

Brian Duffy was 2nd Vet 50 with Shirley Ashton and Anne Ferguson taking second spot in the Vet 40 and Vet 45 categories.

Grand Prix: Burnden finished fourth overall and third in the Vets championship behind Horwich and Wigan. Burnden Ladies also finished in fourth place. In the individual categories, Andy Duffy was 1st Vet 40, Paul Christie 1st V50, Tony Connell 3rd V60, and Anne Ferguson 3rd V45.

Club Championships

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP DECIDER AT GUY’S 10

After a long season of fierce competition, Burnden Roadrunners Club Championship came to a thrilling climax at the final race - Guy’s 10 mile race in Garstang.

With the winner’s trophy up for grabs right up to the final race of the year, the race was on between brothers Andy and Brian Duffy. Andy has been leading the Championship for most of the season and at the half way point of the race the brothers were neck and neck. Strong running in high winds saw Brian surge ahead in the last four miles, beating Andy on the day and drawing level at the top of the Championship. Brian’s excellent run in difficult conditions also saw him pick up first prize in the Vet 50 category.

Over a full year’s racing Andy and Brian Duffy could not be separated and for the first time in Burnden’s history, the Club Championship will be shared between the two brothers.

In the Ladies race, Anne Ferguson again led the Burnden runners to confirm her place as Club Champion. Shirley Ashton was second and Kath Page third.

An excellent turn-out of Burnden runners in this final road race of the year capped the most keenly contested Club Championship for many years. In the age-related Championship Brian Duffy and Anne Ferguson were worthy winners. Runner-up in the Men’s section was Paul Christie with Andy Duffy third, whilst in the Ladies’ Shirley Ashton and Kath Page took second and third places respectively.

In the Club’s Off-Road Championship, the winners were Andy Staveley and – completing her clean sweep of Club honours – Anne Ferguson. Shirley Ashton was runner-up behind Anne, and in the Men’s section, Martyn Pollitt finished in second place with Mark Butler third.

	MENS  CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE   (2006)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Los
	St.A
	Hor
	Frec
	H.H.
	800Mts
	Rad
	Ruf
	X-C
	Vill
	Pres
	Guys
	TOTAL

	1=
	Andy Duffy
	25
	25
	25
	22
	22
	22
	24
	25
	24
	25
	24
	24
	173

	1=
	Brian Duffy
	 
	 
	 
	25
	23
	24
	25
	 
	25
	24
	25
	25
	173

	3
	Andy Staveley
	23
	24
	24
	23
	24
	 
	23
	23
	23
	23
	22
	23
	164

	4
	Paul Christie
	22
	 
	20
	21
	 
	25
	 
	24
	22
	21
	23
	20
	158

	5
	Martyn Pollitt
	21
	23
	21
	20
	 
	 
	22
	 
	21
	22
	21
	22
	152

	6
	John Knowles
	 
	 
	22
	 
	25
	20
	 
	22
	19
	 
	19
	21
	148

	7
	Chris Greenall
	19
	21
	17
	15
	 
	23
	18
	19
	17
	20
	16
	19
	139

	8
	Dave Griffin
	18
	18
	18
	24
	 
	19
	21
	 
	 
	 
	17
	16
	135

	9
	Peter Kearsley
	17
	19
	14
	19
	19
	13
	 
	21
	 
	18
	18
	17
	131

	10
	Neil Critchley
	20
	22
	19
	 
	 
	 
	16
	 
	16
	19
	 
	18
	130

	11
	Tony Connell
	15
	15
	12
	17
	 
	15
	17
	20
	18
	13
	15
	13
	117

	12
	Mark Butler
	16
	17
	13
	 
	18
	10
	15
	 
	15
	16
	12
	15
	112

	13
	Don Nichol
	 
	20
	15
	18
	 
	16
	19
	 
	 
	17
	 
	 
	105

	14
	Dave Hitchen
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	18
	20
	 
	20
	 
	20
	 
	94

	15
	Neil Nuttall
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	9
	13
	17
	 
	15
	13
	14
	93

	16
	John Chester
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	14
	14
	18
	 
	 
	 
	 
	66

	17
	Ken Beevers
	11
	14
	11
	 
	17
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	64

	18
	Mohamed Kholasi
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	14
	14
	12
	54

	19
	Sean Barrago
	24
	 
	23
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	47

	20
	Simon Marland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	21
	17
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	38

	21
	John Egan
	13
	 
	 
	16
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	29

	22
	Alistair Marland
	 
	 
	16
	 
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	28

	23
	Dave Coop
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	21
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	21

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LADIES  CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE   (2006)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Los
	St.A
	Hor
	Frec
	H.H.
	800Mts
	Rad
	Ruf
	X-C
	Vill
	Pres
	Guys
	TOTAL

	1
	Anne Ferguson
	15
	14
	15
	15
	15
	 
	14
	14
	15
	15
	15
	15
	105

	2
	Shirley Ashton
	14
	13
	14
	14
	 
	 
	13
	13
	14
	 
	14
	14
	97

	3
	Kath Page
	13
	12
	13
	13
	 
	 
	 
	12
	 
	 
	12
	13
	88

	4
	Paula Cole
	10
	 
	10
	10
	14
	13
	 
	 
	13
	14
	11
	 
	85

	5
	Lesley Fisher
	 
	15
	 
	 
	 
	15
	15
	15
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60

	6
	Melanie Graaf
	 
	11
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	36

	7
	Jacqui Beevers
	8
	10
	 
	 
	 
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	32

	8
	Janet Canning
	12
	 
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	23

	9
	Christine Birchby
	7
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20

	10
	Claire Foster
	9
	 
	9
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	18

	11=
	Cynthia Nuttall
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12

	11=
	Kelly Cox
	 
	 
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12

	13=
	Ann Oliver
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	11

	13=
	Susan Williams
	 
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	11

	15
	Anne Lomax
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	6


	MENS OFF-ROAD CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE   (2006)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Hutt
	Garb
	Bull
	Pilg
	York
	Gin
	X-C
	Stoop
	TOTAL

	1
	Andy Staveley
	25
	25
	25
	 
	25
	23
	23
	25
	148

	2
	Martyn Pollitt
	24
	 
	 
	 
	24
	22
	21
	24
	115

	3
	Mark Butler
	22
	21
	 
	24
	 
	18
	15
	23
	108

	4
	Don Nichol
	 
	23
	24
	25
	23
	 
	 
	 
	95

	5
	Neil Critchley
	23
	22
	 
	 
	 
	20
	16
	 
	81

	6
	Andy Duffy
	 
	24
	 
	 
	 
	25
	24
	 
	73

	7
	Chris Greenall
	 
	 
	23
	 
	 
	21
	17
	 
	61

	8
	Paul Christie
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	24
	22
	 
	46

	9
	Brian Duffy
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	25
	 
	25

	10
	Dave Hitchen
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	20
	 
	20

	11
	John Knowles
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	19
	 
	19

	12
	Neil Nuttall
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	19
	 
	 
	19

	13
	Tony Connell
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	18
	 
	18

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LADIES OFF-ROAD CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE   (2006)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Hutt
	Garb
	Bull
	Pilg
	York
	Gin
	X-C
	Stoop
	TOTAL

	1
	Anne Ferguson
	15
	15
	15
	15
	 
	15
	15
	 
	75

	2
	Shirley Ashton
	14
	13
	 
	 
	 
	14
	14
	15
	70

	3
	Melanie Graaf
	13
	12
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	 
	38

	4
	Lesley Fisher
	 
	14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	14

	5
	Paula Cole
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	13
	 
	13


	MENS  CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE (2006)   AGE RELATED PERFORMANCE.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Los
	St.A
	Hor
	Frec
	H.H.
	800Mts
	Rad
	Ruf
	X-C
	Vill
	Pres
	Guys
	TOTAL %

	1
	Brian Duffy
	 
	 
	 
	79.26
	79.35
	77.95
	78.46
	 
	77.28
	79.83
	82.23
	84.18
	80.18 

	2
	Paul Christie
	80.05
	 
	77.13
	74.93
	 
	81.53
	 
	77.95
	72.74
	74.25
	77.82
	75.68
	77.87 

	3
	Andy Duffy
	79.16
	77.62
	76.12
	75.35
	73.40
	73.72
	75.96
	78.05
	76.06
	77.17
	78.89
	77.11
	77.73 

	4
	Andy Staveley
	78.48
	77.34
	76.14
	75.78
	75.32
	 
	75.07
	76.62
	74.50
	74.87
	77.34
	76.25
	76.85 

	5
	Martyn Pollitt
	75.31
	74.89
	72.97
	74.74
	 
	 
	72.21
	 
	72.64
	72.27
	75.33
	75.65
	74.50 

	6
	Dave Griffin
	71.84
	70.09
	73.53
	76.05
	 
	69.99
	72.04
	 
	 
	 
	69.33
	72.24
	72.26 

	7
	John Knowles
	 
	 
	68.89
	 
	70.73
	70.79
	 
	69.34
	68.41
	 
	73.06
	70.03
	70.18 

	8
	Pete Kearsley
	67.78
	66.78
	67.09
	72.26
	67.93
	65.55
	 
	68.91
	 
	68.74
	72.73
	69.44
	69.69 

	9
	Tony Connell
	68.91
	69.10
	68.84
	68.01
	 
	66.45
	65.56
	68.53
	64.69
	59.94
	66.05
	64.15
	67.98 

	10
	Chris Greenall
	63.53
	62.90
	61.20
	57.91
	 
	77.29
	66.39
	64.54
	61.65
	65.78
	66.25
	66.62
	67.20 

	11
	Neil Critchley
	64.94
	64.18
	64.11
	 
	 
	 
	63.22
	 
	61.29
	63.78
	 
	62.00
	63.36 

	12
	Neil Nuttall
	63.59
	 
	 
	 
	 
	58.40
	61.09
	61.99
	 
	61.30
	62.86
	62.81
	61.72 

	13
	Mark Butler
	62.76
	61.71
	57.58
	 
	60.60
	60.75
	61.33
	 
	55.26
	58.81
	57.71
	61.04
	61.00 

	 
	Sean Barrago
	74.73
	 
	72.06
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	73.40 

	 
	Dave Coop
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	72.20
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	72.20 

	 
	Simon Marland
	 
	 
	 
	 
	72.79
	69.39
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	71.09 

	 
	Dave Hitchen
	 
	65.82
	 
	 
	 
	69.97
	71.70
	 
	71.43
	 
	74.97
	 
	70.78 

	 
	Don Nichol
	 
	66.91
	65.71
	69.05
	 
	68.73
	66.73
	 
	 
	66.25
	 
	 
	67.23 

	 
	Mohamed Kholasi
	69.91
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	63.66
	64.89
	63.47
	65.48 

	 
	John Chester
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60.85
	65.82
	61.25
	62.78
	 
	 
	 
	 
	62.67 

	 
	Alistair Marland
	 
	 
	60.17
	 
	 
	65.13
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	62.65 

	 
	John Egan
	59.74
	 
	 
	60.22
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	59.98 

	 
	Ken Beevers
	54.87
	54.94
	53.67
	 
	56.12
	62.19
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	56.36 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LADIES  CHAMPIONSHIP  TABLE (2006)    AGE RELATED PERFORMANCE.

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	POS
	NAME
	Los
	St.A
	Hor
	Frec
	H.H.
	800Mts
	Rad
	Ruf
	X-C
	Vill
	Pres
	Guys
	TOTAL %

	1
	Anne Ferguson
	75.35
	74.17
	73.66
	73.90
	70.78
	 
	70.66
	72.36
	69.44
	72.02
	73.59
	71.71
	73.58 

	2
	Shirley Ashton
	68.49
	69.28
	69.12
	68.24
	 
	 
	66.68
	65.09
	65.55
	 
	66.98
	65.81
	67.80 

	3
	Kath Page
	65.36
	65.68
	61.74
	60.47
	 
	 
	 
	60.95
	 
	 
	63.72
	60.37
	62.61 

	4
	Paula Cole
	56.19
	 
	52.44
	53.09
	53.87
	52.73
	 
	 
	51.72
	51.59
	55.01
	 
	53.58 

	 
	Lesley Fisher
	 
	75.28
	 
	 
	 
	72.30
	74.87
	76.31
	 
	 
	 
	 
	74.69 

	 
	Ann Oliver
	72.83
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	72.83 

	 
	Melanie Graaf
	 
	64.33
	 
	60.36
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	64.41
	 
	63.03 

	 
	Jacqui Beevers
	59.91
	60.54
	 
	 
	 
	60.18
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	60.21 

	 
	Janet Canning
	60.71
	 
	 
	57.34
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	59.02 

	 
	Kelly Cox
	 
	 
	56.14
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	56.14 

	 
	Christine Birchby
	55.03
	 
	 
	 
	54.94
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	54.98 

	 
	Susan Williams
	 
	 
	53.73
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	53.73 

	 
	Anne Lomax
	52.97
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	52.97 

	 
	Claire Foster
	52.91
	 
	49.07
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	50.99 

	 
	Cynthia Nuttall
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	39.70
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	39.70 


International Duty !

In December 2006 a team of Burnden Roadrunners got away from rainy Bolton and went to Majorca to compete in the Calvia Half Marathon (we even came back with a trophy!). It was a great trip and cost only around £130 per person for flights, transfers, and half board hotel for a three night trip.

A number of members have expressed an interest in a similar trip at the back end of 2007. If you fancy this, or have any suggestions – please see Martyn Pollitt or Andy Staveley.

Team Events and Relays

After last year’s success at Haigh Hall and Man v Horse, plus the great camaraderie of such events, the Club is keen to enter more team events and relays. We will be publicising possible events, and if you would like to take part, or have any suggestions – please see your Race Captains – Martyn Pollitt and Anne Ferguson.

Burnden v Lostock Challenge

There have been some early discussions about a challenge fixture against local rivals Lostock A.C. with trophies – and local pride – up for grabs and a social evening afterwards to celebrate ……..

Watch this space for further details!
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